
BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
SIERRA FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

 
TUESDAY 11:00 a.m. JUNE 28, 2011 
 
PRESENT: 

John Breternitz, Chairman 
Bonnie Weber, Vice Chairperson 

Robert Larkin, Commissioner  
Kitty Jung, Commissioner 

David Humke, Commissioner 
 

Amy Harvey, County Clerk 
Katy Simon, County Manager 
Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel 

Michael Greene, Fire Chief 
 
 The Board convened at 1:00 p.m. in regular session in the Commission 
Chambers of the Washoe County Administration Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, 
Nevada, and conducted the following business: 
 
11-74SF AGENDA ITEM 2A 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of Agenda for the June 28, 2011 SFPD Board of Fire 
Commissioners Meeting.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 2A be approved. 
 
11-75SF AGENDA ITEM 2B 
 
Agenda Subject: “Chief’s Report including Arrowcreek Station and internal audit 
updates.” 
 
 Fire Chief Michael Greene announced that the groundbreaking ceremony 
for the Arrowcreek Fire Station was scheduled for July 9, 2011. He commented that the 
original construction bid for the Station was conditional on negotiating $243,000 in 
savings; however, the Public Works Department negotiated a contract resulting in a 
savings of $319,000. After due diligence, Chief Greene stated that the sale of the 
Arrowcreek developer donated property was not completed and the property was placed 
back on the market.  
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
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 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 2B be approved. 
 
11-76SF AGENDA ITEM 2C  
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of Volunteer Report for April 2011.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 2C be approved. 
 
11-77SF AGENDA ITEM 2D 
 
Agenda Subject: “Approval of BOFC meeting minutes from the April 12, 2011 and 
May 16, 2011.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 2D be approved. 
  
11-78SF AGENDA ITEM 3  
 
Agenda Subject: “Discussion and possible approval of an agreement between the 
SFPD and the Nevada Fire Safe Council (NFSC) to reimburse SFPD fire prevention 
staff salary, contractor and related administrative costs and authorize SFPD to 
contract with a qualified vendor for the purpose of providing inspection services to 
the defensible space inspection and wildfire prevention community outreach 
programs to be funded by the NFSC in an amount not to exceed $87,500 paid to 
SFPD; and if approved, authorize the Chair to execute Agreement.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Larkin, seconded by Commissioner Weber, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 3 be approved, authorized 
and executed. 
 
11-79SF AGENDA ITEM 4 
 
Agenda Subject: “Discussion, review, and adoption of an interlocal agreement 
between the District and the State of Nevada Division of Forestry (NDF) concerning 
mutual aid and cooperative fuels management and wildfire fire prevention for state 
and private lands located within the District, and if approved, authorize the Chair 
to sign. (Commission Districts 1, 2 and 5.)” 
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 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Larkin, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 4 be approved, authorized 
and executed. 
 
11-80SF AGENDA ITEM 5 
 
Agenda Subject: “Authorize the Finance Director, as the Acting Risk Manager, to 
renew the Property and Liability Insurance Policy for the Sierra Fire Protection 
District with the Nevada Public Agency Insurance Pool, effective July 1, 2011, for an 
Annual Premium of $88,243.49.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Larkin, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 5 be authorized. 
 
11-81SF AGENDA ITEM 6 
 
Agenda Subject: “Discussion and possible approval of the transfer of budget 
appropriations of the Sierra Fire Protection District’s Retiree Health Benefits Fund 
to the General Fund and authorize the Finance Director to transfer the remaining 
retiree health benefit assets to the Washoe County, Nevada OPEB Trust Fund for 
investment in the Retiree Benefits Investment Fund in Fiscal Year 2010/11.” 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Larkin, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that Agenda Item 6 be approved and 
authorized. 
 
11-82SF AGENDA ITEM 7 
 
Agenda Subject: “Commissioner’s/Managers Announcements, Requests for 
Information, Topics for Future Agendas and Statements Relating to Items not on 
the Agenda. (No discussion among Commissioners will take place on this item.)” 
 
 There were no Board member comments. 
 
11-83SF AGENDA ITEM 8  
 
Agenda Subject: “Public Comment.” 
 
 Vern Buus commented on a rumor circulating that the Verdi Fire Station 
would be closed. After speaking to Commissioner Weber, it was clarified that rumor was 
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not true. Due to the response times and Verdi being an outlying area, Mr. Buus stated the 
area needed to have a Fire Station.  
 
 Betty Hicks spoke on regionalization of fire services and the termination 
of the Interlocal Agreement between the City of Reno and the Truckee Meadows Fire 
Protection District (TMFPD). She suggested a mutual agreement between the TMFPD 
and the Sierra Fire Protection District (SFPD). 
 
 Tabitha Vetter addressed the Board about her concerns regarding Fire 
Station 35. She said the most important service that could be provided to the public was 
safety and that firefighters represented that safety. She asked that crews not be reduced 
from four-man to three-man crews.  
 
 William Steward stated that the Truckee River was experiencing turbulent 
conditions and warned the public to use caution when or if they choose to enter the river. 
He recognized that Cabela’s Sporting Good’s store donated a raft for the Swift Water 
Team of the SFPD. 
 
11-84SF AGENDA ITEM 9 
 
Agenda Subject: “Possible closed session for the purpose of discussing negotiations 
with Employee Organizations per NRS 288.220.” 
 
1:18 p.m. On motion by Commissioner Humke, seconded by Commissioner Jung, 
which motion duly carried, it was ordered that the meeting recess to a closed session for 
the purpose of discussing negotiations with Employee Organizations per NRS 288.220. It 
was noted that the meeting would adjourn from the closed session. 
 
 * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 
 
  ______________________________ 
  JOHN BRETERNITZ, Chairman 
  Sierra Fire Protection District 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
AMY HARVEY, Washoe County Clerk 
and Ex Officio Clerk, Sierra  
Fire Protection District 
 
Minutes Prepared by: 
Stacy Gonzales, Deputy County Clerk  
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